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to the latter, they are all over-ruled for those who
live in Christ, Who gives to us a share even in His
great victory over death. So that, as was said before,
the great thing that matters is not when or how we
suffer or die, but how we live and what we are. This
is again part of the glorious Gospel we have to
teach our children.

What then must we get rid of if our teaching is to
put our young charges into their right relationship
with God and to answer to the facts of life ? We
must take care never to give the impression that
God is an arbitrary despot, sitting aloft on a throne,
using his all-seeing eye for the detection of sinners on
whom in a purely capricious manner he may wreak
retributive vengeance at whatever time and under
whatever circumstances he chooses. God is certainly
not like that. Any Bible stories.which possess the
danger of leaving such an impression must be omitted,
until the pupils are old enough to see that either the
conclusion is faulty, owing to men's imperfect know-
ledge of God at the time the inference and record
were made, or else it represents the truth only in
part and so far as the writers of the narratives or the
people of the time were able to perceive it.

Let us also cease to give the idea that God is a kind
of spy. In this connection the text " God knoweth
your hearts" (Lk. 1615) is greatly preferable to
" Thou God seest me " (Gen. 1613) for the infants to
commit to memory. Echoing the impression derived
from the latter text a girl of Standard VII. writes,
" She thinks that nobody has seen her, but all the
tifcie God has got His eye upon her "'; and another
says, " Nothing, not even a tiny action escapes Him " ;